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INTRODUCTION
In this project, I chose to 

focus on Korean Convention LA 
(KCon LA), which is an annual 
Korean cultural event, that lasts 
for three days. On the first two 
days, different Koreans vendors 
will set up stalls that promotes 
Korean food, language, goods and 
K-beauty. There are also different 
presentations and talks about 
Korean culture. 

One of the main focus for 
KCon is the overwhelming 
“Hallyu”, which means Korean 
wave, that is taking the pop 
music world by a storm. K-pop 
artists are making headlines on 
the entertainment news and 
are breaking records on music 
charts all over the world.Most 
recently, a boy band called BTS, 
short for Bulletproof Boys,  won 
the Top Social Artist, which had 
been won by Justin Bieber for the 
past three years. Then, BTS was 
invited back to the United States 
to perform on the American Music 

Awards, thus becoming the first 
K-pop artist group to perform on 
American stage at AMAs.

Since Hallyu is so well received, 
KCon attracts fans from all over 
the nation each year. The main 
highlight of the convention is the 
concert at then end of each night. 
The tickets tend to sell out within 
minutes after going on sale. Some 
fans would even buy tickets from 
resellers for triple the original 
price. Each year, different artists 
and group are invited, thus 
attracting different fan bases to 
Kcon. Each artist will then perform 
one to two songs for their fans.

My inspiration came from 
an experiment that I tried out 
over the summer, by cutting 
up watercolor paint square 
and reassembling the shapes 
into letterforms. I wanted to 
portray the excitement, hype and 
different artists that perform at 
the convention.





SKETCHES
I began the project with 

three initial ideas. I began 
sketching and tried to devise a 
way to create letterforms that 
are individually unique but as a 
whole, stem from a set of rules 
and parameters. For example, I 
would place a right angle triangle 
at the start of a vertical stroke. 
This will reoccur several times, 
at wherever appropriate. It was 
definitely a challenge to come up 
with a system that can be carried 
throughout the alphabets.

After a few sketches, I also 
decided that I will design the set 
of letterforms proportionally, 
because I enjoy the geometric 
look of the letterforms. 





LETTERFORMS
Based on the sketches, I 

created the letterforms in Adobe 
Illustrator. I began in black and 
white, trying to perfect the 
system and create consistency. I 
also tried my best to ensure that 
the terminals are squared out and 
that the diagonal strokes have 
the same width throughout. I also 
wanted “C”, “O” and “G” to be 
designed from a perfect circle. 

I created 11 letterforms, 
enough to form the tag line “All 
Things Hallyu” and “KCON LA”. 

After creating all the necessary 
letterforms, I assigned colors to 
each “piece” that makes up the 
letterforms. I used bright pop 
of colors that are modern and 
exciting. I also had to make the 
inlines much bolder than the 
outlines of the letterforms to 
create more contrast.

The outlines of my letterforms 
are do not close the shape, which 
poses a challenge when trying 
to read the words. I had to make 
several adjustments to ensure 
that the words are legible. 





FINAL

For the final mockup, I chose 
to present the tagline and logo 
on a poster, delivery box, and 
billboard. I paired my typeface 
with Ubuntu, because I think that 
Ubuntu’s unique strokes and 
geometric shapes matches well 
with my typeface.
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